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THE WANDERING SOAP OPERA / A FILM BY RAÚL RUIZ Y VALERIA SARMIENTO

The film theorizes that Chilean reality 
is an ensemble of soap operas.

RAÚL RUIZ
F I L M M A K E R

Raul Ruiz is the most recognized Chilean filmmaker 
in the world of cinema, and is considered one of the 
greatest contributors to film experimentation. 
 
From 1973, onwards he lived in France, and made 
most of his work there, directing more than 120 
films. He was born in 1941 in Puerto Montt (Chile, 
and passed away in France, on August 19 2011).

In 1969, he won the first of many awards: the Golden 
Leopard, at the Locarno International Film Festival, 
with the film Tres Tristes Tigres (Three Sad Tigers). 

In 1986, he received the Best Filmmaker of the Year 
Award at the Paris International Film Festival. 

In 1997, he received the Golden Bear for Genealogy 
of a Crime at the Berlinale.

In 2010, he was awarded the Silver Shell for Best Di-
rector at the San Sebastian International Film Festi-
val for Mysteries of Lisbon, for which he also received 
the Louis Delluc Prize for Best Film, the same year.

In 2011, he was presented with an honorary doctora-
te by the Universidad de Valparaiso in Chile.

In 2016, the Cinémathèque Française in Paris curated 
a two month long, 80 film retrospective of his work. 
Later in the same year, the Cineteca Nacional de Chile 
also mounted a 20 film retrospective in Santiago.
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VALERIA SARMIENTO
F I L M M A K E R

She is the most renowned Chi-
lean female filmmaker. Most of 
her films were made abroad.

Valeria Sarmiento was born in 1948, in Valparaíso, 
Chile. She studied filmmaking at the Film School 
of the Universidad de Chile. In 1969, she married 
Raúl Ruiz, with whom she would collaborate artis-
tically until his death in 2011, editing many of his 
films.

As a director, she has made more than 20 films, 
including documentaries and features. Many have 
received important international awards, such as 
Notre Mariage (Best First Film in the San Sebas-
tian Film Festival in 1984), or or Linhas de Wel-
lington (chosen to represent Portugal in the 2013 
Academy Awards). She has lived in Paris since 
1973, but travels often to Chile, where she has 
directed films. Her work, often revealing the chal-
lenges faced by women in a misogynistic Lat in 
American culture, is characterized by its astute ob-
servations and thought-provoking humor.
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Direction: VALERIA SARMIENTO
Producer: CHAMILA RODRÍGUEZ 

Film Editing and Post Production Direction: GALUT ALARCÓN
Original Soundtrack: JORGE ARRIAGADA 

 Research: GALUT ALARCÓN 
 Associate Producer: ENRIQUE LEÓN 

Rare Book & Manuscript Library Duke University: CRAIG BREADEN
Post Production Consultant: EDUARDO CONTRERAS

Cineteca Nacional de Chile: PABLO INSUNZA 
Art Director: RODRIGO BAZAES 

 Synchronization: MARCELO VEGA 
Cinematography: RODRIGO AVILÉS 

Still Photography: LEONORA CALDERÓN 
Images Making Of: PABLO MARTÍNEZ 
Graphic Designe: RAÚL MANRIQUEZ

Image Post Production Kiné:: DANIEL DÁVILA y KENZO MIJARES 
Sound Post Production and Sound Design Aural: MAURICIO MOLINA y NADINE VOULLIEME
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Script and Direction: RAÚL RUIZ 
 Executive Production: RAÚL RUIZ y LEO KOCKING 

Cinematography and Camera: LEO KOCKING y HÉCTOR RÍOS
Art Direction: PÍA REY   

Producer: ANDRÉS RACZ 
Sound: FELIPE ZABALA 

Line Producer: KARIN UNGER
 Continuity: CARLOS MILLAS 

Still Photography: LEONORA CALDERÓN 
Making Of: PABLO MARTÍNEZ

 Casting: AQUEL SALINAS  
 Make-up Artist: CONSTANZA RACZ  

Set Production: MIGUEL BARRENECHEA
 Costume Design: DALIA HAYMANN 



THE WANDERING SOAP OPERA / A FILM BY RAÚL RUIZ Y VALERIA SARMIENTO

FILM IS THE ART OF LIGHT. BUT IT CAN ONLY EXIST 
THANKS TO THE SHADOW WHICH SERVES AS ITS POETIC 
SUPPORT. IT IS THE SHADOW, OR RATHER THE DARKNESS, 
WHICH ALLOWS US TO CONSTRUCT, A LITTLE LIKE A 
PUZZLE, THE EDIFICE, IMAGINED PALACE OR LABYRINTH.

RAÚL RUIZ

FILM, ART OF THE SHADOW.

Photograph: Leonora Calderón Hoffmann





The Consejo Nacional de la Cultura 
y las Artes, the Fondo de Fomento 

Audiovisual, the Cineteca Nacional de 
Chile, the Cinémathèque Française, 
Les Amis de Raoul Ruiz (Paris), and 

Duke University (USA), along with 
production company Poetastros, have 

closely collaborated on this project.

P
h
otograp

h
: L

eon
ora C

ald
erón

 H
offm

an
n



“The Wandering Soap Opera”, 
Raúl Ruiz’s 121st film. 
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POETASTROS was established to bring together the work of Galut Alar-
con, audiovisual communicator, screenwriter, director and film editor, 
and Chamila Rodriguez, actress, director and executive producer.

Work by POETASTROS:

Direction and executive production of the short film Mudo Corazon 
(Silent Heart).

Direction and production of the XI Bi-National Patagonian Film Festi-
val (2011), with films and participation from both Chile and Argentina.

Artistic direction and executive production of “Itinerant Cinema Pa-
tagonia” (2015), connecting three distant cities from “the end of the 
world” in one cinematographic event.

Production and distribution of Galut Alarcon’s debut feature documen-
tary, co-directed with Chamila Rodriguez, entitled La Invencion de la 
Patria (The Invention of the Fatherland), which after being successfully 
premiered and critically reviewed, is today in the process of entering 
the international market.

Artistic direction and executive production of the successful film scree-
nings about Ruiz and his work: Making Of: Working with Raul Ruiz, in 
Valparaiso and Santiago (2015).

Currently developing Incas, a feature film, historical-fantasy genre, 
which delves into the subject of the most southern interregional migra-
tions of South America.

In 2017, under the Direction of filmmaker Valeria Sarmiento, POETASTROS 
edits and post produces the film “The Wandering Soap Opera”, which Raul 
Ruiz shot in Santiago de Chile in 1990. This film had its world premiere 
in the International Competition of the 70th Locarno International Film 
Festival, where it was awarded the Independent Critics Prize.

Galut Alarcon, audio-
visual communicator, 
screenwriter, director 

and film editor.
Chamila Rodriguez, 
actress, director and 

executive producer.

www.poetastros.com




